Contemporary Personalities
nate officeholders. Each of them centred his hopes on the success of an adored boy, designed from his cradle for political life. Between each of these men. and his son there existed a tender affection and an unusual intimacy. Both boys, by the most amazing coincidence in history, attained a place in the world and in the hearts of their countrymen as high as the most ardent paternal hope could desire.
And in each case, as in that of the Chamberlains, the characteristic of the success of the son was ki marked contrast with that which might have^been looked for from the father's pupiL Charles James Fox, indeed, suffered all his life from the disorder and profusion which his father thought appropriate to the education of the young; and in this respect at least he was his father's authentic son. But his genius for friendship, his extraordinary power of attraction, were strange attributes *in l^ie heir of Henry Fox, self-seeking, mauvais coucheur, mistrusted. And William Pitt, the precise if pedantic financier, sane, persistent, patient, the pilot who weathered the storm, seemed a strange product of that terrible Earl of Chatham, who rode isolated, genius swept, upon the whirlwind.
Similar contrasts might be made between the characters and careers of the father and son with, whom we are concerned; and there are similar like-nesses. Between Joseph and Austen Chamberlain there existed the same ties of affection and confidence which give a human touch to the lonely majesty of Chatham, and enable the ordinary mart to feel sympathy with the cold and unattractive personality of the first Lord Holland.
Austen   Chamberlain   was   born   in   1863,   and.